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To  THE  CHAIRMAN  AND  MEMBERS  OF 
THE  GOOLE  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  to  you  my  fourth  Annual 
Report  on  the  health  of  the  Rural  District  for  the  year  1950. 

The  Birth  Rate  showed  a substantial  rise,  being  18  8 per 
thousand  population  in  comparison  with  15-  6 in  1949.  The 
Adjusted  Birth  Rate  for  comparison  with  other  local 
authorities  was  18- 4.  The  Birth  Rate  for  the  W.R.  Rural 
Districts  was  17  4 and  for  England  and  Wales  15' 8.  One- 
third  of  the  births  were  males  and  two-thirds  females. 

The  Crude  Death  Rate  fell  from  12' 5 to  115  and  compares 
favourably  with  the  county  and  national  figures.  The  number 
of  deaths  due  to  diseases  Of  the  heart  and  circulation  for 
,1950  was  the  highest  on  record,  namely  43,  or  over  40% 
of  the  total  deaths.  Many  of  these  deaths  occurred  at  very 
advanced  ages.  The  Adjusted  Death  Rate  was  113. 

There  were  no  deaths  from  diphtheria  or  maternal  causes, 
but  one  death  from  measles  was  recorded. 

The  Infantile  Mortality  Rate  rose  to  52  per  thousand 
live  births,  which  is  too  high  in  comparison  with  the  record 
low  rate  of  30  for  England  and  Wales.  Three  of  these  deaths 
were  attributable  to  gastro-enteritis.  There  had  been  no 
deaths  from  this  cause  in  the  previous  eight  years  and  not 
so  many  in  any  one  year  since  1914.  It  emphasises  how 
essential  it  still  is  to  exercise  the  utmost  care  and  vigilance 
in  the  storage  and  preparation  of  food  for  bottle-fed  babies. 

The  incidence  of  notifiable  infectious  diseases  was  high, 
300  being  notified.  234  of  these  were  measles  during  the 
last  quarter  of  the  year.  No  cases  of  poliomyelitis  occurred, 
tend  for  the  seventh  year  the  District  was  free  from 
diphtheria.  It  is  estimated  that  at  least.  60%  of  the  child 
population  has  been  immunised  against  diphtheria. 

As  will  be  seen  from  the  appropriate  sections,  the  schemes 
for  supplying  water  to  the  Marshland  area  and  sewage 
disposal  for  Airmyn,  Hook  and  Snaith  make  only  slow 
progress. 

For  the  first  time  I have  included  in  the  Annual  Report 
a summary  of  the  work  carried  out  by  the  County  Divisional 
Health  Services  within  the  Rural  District.  Schemes  for  the 
adaptation  of  Prospect  House,  Swinefleet,  were  still  under 
consideration  at  the  end  of  the  year  and  it  was  also  known 
that  new  premises  would  have  to  be  secured  early  in  1951  for 
clinic  purposes  at  Snaith.  These  unfortunate  delays  and 
alterations  seriously  interfere  with  the  full  development  of 
these  services  for  the  District. 


As  1950  completes  a half-century  of  Public  Health,  I 
include  in  this  Report  a summary,  with  comments,  of  the 
vital  statistics  for  the  last  fifty  years. 

In  conclusion,  I would  thank  the  Members  and  Officials 
of  the  Council  for  their  consideration  and  co-operation  during 
1950. 


I remain, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

S.  KENNAUGH  APPLETON, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


September,  1951. 


o 


1950 

GENERAL  STATISTICS 


Area  Of  Rural  District 
Population  (mid-1950) 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses 

Rateable  Value  (1-4-50)  

Product  of  Penny  Rate  (1949-50) 


38,238  acres 
9,190 
...  2,783 

£34,216 
£138/9/0 


VITAL  STATISTICS 


GOOLE  A 

garegate 

West 

England 

R.D. 

West 

Riding 

& Wales 

Riding 

Admin. 

(provis- 

R. D». 

County 

ional) 

BIRTH  RATE 

(per  1,000  population) 

18.8 

17.4 

16.3 

15.8 

CRUDE  DEATH  RATES 

(per  1,000  population) 

Ail  causes 

11.5 

10.0 

11.8 

11.6 

Infective  and  Parasitic 

Diseases 

0.11 

o.n 

0.10 

— 

Respiratory  Tuberculosis  . . . 
Other  forms  of  Tuber- 

0.65 

0.25 

0.26 

0.32 

culosis 

Respiratory  Diseases  (ex- 

0 

0.04 

0.04 

0.04 

cluding  Respiratory 
Tuberculosis) 

0.87 

0.94 

1.18 



Cancer 

Heart  and  Circulatory 

1.20 

1.51 

1.83 

1.99 

Diseases 

Vascular  Lesions  of  Nervous 

4.68 

3.62 

4.39 



System 

1.09 

1.29 

1.59 

— 

INFANT  MORTALITY 

(Deaths  under  one  year  per 

1,000  live  births)  ... 

52 

39 

35 

30 

INFANT  DIARRHCEA 

(Deaths  under  two  years  of 

age  per  1,000  live  births) 

17,3 

— 

— — 

1.9 

MATERNAL  MORTALITY 

Deaths  of  mothers  in  child- 

birth per  1,000  total  births 

0 

1.06 

0.98 

0.86 

COMPARABILITY  FACTORS 

For  Births  ...  . . 0.98  Adjusted 

Birth  Rate  ... 

18.4 

For  Deaths...  ...  0.98  Adjusted  Death  Rate  ... 

11.3 

BIRTHS 

1950 

Male. 

Female. 

Total. 

LIVE  BIRTHS:  Legitimate  ... 

. . . 

59 

102 

161 

Illegitimate  ... 

8 

4 

12 

Total 

67 

106 

173 

STILLBIRTHS  : 

3 

1 

4 

BIRTH  AND  DEATH  RATES  FOR  TEN  YEARS. 


BIRTH  RATE 


(per  1,000  population). 

1950  ... 

18.8 

1945  

...  21.0 

1949  ... 

15.6 

1944  

...  19.6 

1948  ... 

17.0 

1943  

...  17.4 

1947  ... 

20.9 

1942  

...  14.8 

1946  ... 

19.5 

1941  

...  18.1 

STILLBIRTHS 

(per  1,000  total  births). 

1950  ... 

22.6 

1945  

...  23.0 

1949  ... 

40.5 

1944  

...  11.0 

1948  ... 

30.9 

1943  

...  32.3 

1947  ... 

42.6 

1942  

...  43.1 

1946  ... 

62.5 

1941  

...  23.7 

ILLEGITIMATE  BIRTHS 

(per  1,000 

total  births). 

1950  ... 

67.8 

1945  

5.7 

1949  ... 

87.8 

1944  

...  52.0 

1948  ... 

...  • ...  61.7 

1943  

...  71.0 

1947  ... 

79.8 

1942  

...  64.7 

1946  ... 

96.6 

1941  

...  47.3 

TOTAL  DEATH  RATE 

(per  1,000  population). 

1950  ... 

11.5 

1945  

...  11.7 

1949  ... 

12.5 

1944  

...  10.4 

1948  ... 

9.1 

1943  

...  11.7 

1947  ... 

12.8 

1942  

...  10.1 

1946  ... 

11.7 

1941  

...  11.2 

ZYMOTIC  DISEASES 
(principal  notifiable  diseases). 


1950  ... 

0.11 

1945  

...  0 

1949  ... 

0 

1944  

...  0.12 

1948  ... 

0.22 

1943  

...  0.35 

1947  ... 

0.12 

1942  

...  0.11 

1946  ... 

0 

1941  ... 

...  0.44 

PULMONARY 

TUBERCULOSIS. 

1950  ... 

0.65 

1945  

...  0 

1949  ... 

0.33 

1944  

...  0.23 

1948  ... 

0.22 

1943  

...  0.69 

1947  ... 

0.23 

1942  

...  0.45 

1946  ... 

0.47 

1941  

...  0.44 

NON-PULMONARY  TUBERCULOSIS. 


1950  ... 

0 

1945  

...  0 

1949  ... 

0.11 

1944  

...  0 

1948  ... 

0 

1943  

...  0.24 

1947  ... 

0.23 

1942  

...  0 

1946  ... 

0.24 

1941  

...  0.11 

RESPIRATORY 

DISEASES. 

1950  ... 

0.87 

1945  

...  0.49 

1949  ... 

...  1.98 

1944  

...  1.50 

1948  ... 

0.65 

1943  

...  0.69 

1947  ... 

1.28 

1942  

...  0.67 

1946  ... 

0.71 

1941  

...  0.66 

1950  ... 

CANCER. 

...  1.20  1945  ... 

...  2.47 

1949  ... 

... 

...  1.76 

1944  ... 

... 

...  2.19 

1948  ... 

• • • 

...  1.41 

1943  ... 

* • • 

...  1.39 

1947  ... 

• • » 

...  1.74 

1942  ... 

♦ • • 

...  2.01 

1946  ... 

...  1.42 

1941  ... 

• • • 

...  1.43 

HEART  AND  CIRCULATORY  DISEASES. 

1950 

4.68 

1945  ...  

4.20 

1949 

3.96 

1944  

3.00 

1948 

3.25 

1943  

2.43 

1947 

3.72 

1942  

3.24 

1946 

4.13 

1941  

2.75 

INFANTILE 

MORTALITY 

(per  1,000 

live  births). 

1950 

52 

1945  

24 

1949 

49 

1944  ... 

24 

1948 

32 

1943  

60 

1947 

61 

1942  

23 

1946 

42 

1941  

67 

MATERNAL 

MORTALITY 

(per  1,000 

total  births). 

1950  ... 

0 

1945  

...  5.75 

1949  ... 

0 

1944  

...  0 

1948  ... 

0 

1943  

...  0 

1947  ... 

0 

1942  

...  0 

1946  ... 

0 

1941  ... 

...  5.92 

CAUSES  OF  DEATH 

1950 


Male.  Female.  Total. 


Influenza 

Tuberculosis  (Respiratory) 

Tuberculosis  (other  forms) 

Malignant  Neoplasms 
Diabetes 

Intracranial  Vascular  Lesions 
Heart  Diseases 

Other  Diseases  of  Circulatory  System 

Bronchitis 

Pneumonia 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases 
Measles 

Other  Infective  Conditions 
Nephritis 
Premature  Birth 
Congenital  Causes  ... 

Gastritis,  Diarrhoea 
Suicide 

Motor  Vehicle  Accidents 
Other  Accidents 
All  Other  Causes 


0 

1 

0 

7 

1 

3 

16 

2 

2 

1 

2 

1 

0 

0 

2 

0 

2 

0 

1 

3 

1 


0 

5 

0 

4 

1 

7 

23 

2 

1 

2 

0 

0 

1 

2 

1 

1 

2 

0 

1 

1 

7 


0 

6 

0 

11 

2 

10 

39 

4 

3 

3 

2 

1 

1 

2 

3 
1 

4 
0 
2 
4 
3 


45  61  106 


TUBERCULOSIS 


New  cases  during  1950 


Pulmonary 

Non-pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

Non-pulmonary 


Male.  Female.  Total. 

4 2 6 

2 0 2 

Total  cases  on  the  Register 

24  13  37 

13  3 16 


INFANTILE  MORTALITY 

CAUSES  OF  DEATH  IN  AGE  GROUPS. 


Under 

1 week.  | 

1 to  2 

weeks. 

O 0) 

-*->  <D 
CM  £ 

^ C/3 

O & 
■4->  CU 

co  £ 

1 to  3 

months. 

3 to  6 

months. 

6 to  9 

months. 

9 to  12 

months. 

Total. 

Broncho-Pneumonia 

1 

1 

2 

Prematurity 

3 

3 

Spina  Bifida 

1 

1 

Gastro-Enteritis 

1 

1 

1 

3 

Total  ... 

3 

1 

1 

3 

1 

9 

Cases  of  Infectious  Disease  notified  during  1950 


; . : --  ~ ~ 

No.  of  cas 

es  notified 

■a 

C/3  1 
QJ 
'QjO 
CO 

According  to  Age 

t-H 

■'! 

’T1 

s s. 

I 

r— I 
r~H 

cd 

i 

u 

r— 1 

CM 

o 

O 

co 

o 

CO 

tO 

LO 

^3 

-4-> 

Til 

O 

o 

4-> 

CD 

> 

to  ,2 

d j 

< 

r—4 

LO 

in 

rH 

LO 

cq 

m 

o 

CD 

0 

Smallpox 

Cholera  (C)  Plague  (P) 
Diphtheria  and  Membranous 

Croup 

Erysipelas  ...  ...  

Scarlet  Fever 

Typhus  Fever 

Enteric  Fevers 

Relapsing  and  Continued 

4 

2 

2 

3 

Fevers 

2 

1 

Puerpera  Pyrexia 
Cerebro-spinal  Meningitis  ... 
Acute  Poliomyelitis  and 

2 

Polioencephalitis 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  ... 
Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 

6 

1 

2 

3 

Other  forms  of  Tuberculosis 

2 

1 

i 

Measles 

Primary  Pneumonia 

234 

6 

110 

118 

i 

Influenzal  Pneumonia 

Whooping  Cough 

Dysentery  

Encephalitis  Lethargica 

52 

2 

30 

20 

Totals 

3C0 

8 

141 

141 

1 

4 

3 

4 

i 

WEST  RIDING  COUNTY  DIVISIONAL  HEALTH 
SERVICES  IN  GOOLE  R.D. 

1950 


BIRTHS. 

Total  notified 

173 

Stillbirths 

4 

Illegitimate  ... 

12 

Males 

70 

Females 

107 

PREMATURE  BABIES.  Babies 

weighing 

5ilbs.  or  less 

at  birth. 

(i)  Born  at  home  ... 

...  8 

Stillborn  1 

(ii)  Born  in  an  institution 

...  4 

„ o 

Total 

...  12 

„ 1 

The  number  of  those  born  at  home. 

(i)  who  were  nursed  entirely  at  home  ...  ...  6 

(ii)  who  were  transferred  to  hospital  ...  ...  2 

(2  died  after  24  hours — less  than  1 month) 

(iii)  who  died  during  the  first  24  hours  ...  ...  — 

(iv)  who  were  alive  at  the  end  of  a month 6 

The  number  of  those  born  in  an  Institution. 

(i)  who  died  during  the  first  24  hours  ...  ...  — 

(ii)  who  were  alive  at  the  end  of  a month  ...  ...  4 

Stillborn  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

3.  HEALTH  VISITORS’  WORK. 

The  following  is  a summary  of  the  visits  made  by  Health 


Visitors  during  1950  : — 

Primary  visits  to  babies  ...  ...  ...  ...  171 

Visits  to  children  under  1 year  of  age  ...  ...  852 

Visits  to  children  between  1 and  5 years  ...  ...  752 

Primary  visjts  to  expectant  mothers  ...  ...  ...  35 

Subsequent  visits  to  expectant  mothers  45 

Other  visits  .,.  ...  ...  ...  ...  ..  386 


Total 2241 


4.  * CHILD  WELFARE  CLINICS. 

(a)  Total  number  of  children  under  5 years  of  age  who 
first  attended  the  Clinics  during  the  year  and  who 
at  the  date  of  their  first  attendance  were  : — 

(i)  under  1 year  ...  ...  ...  ...  62 

(ii)  over  1 year  ...  ...  ...  4 


(b)  Total  number  of  children  under  5 years  of  age  who 
attended  the  Clinics  during  the  year  and  who  at 
the  end  of  the  year  were  : — 

(i)  under  1 year  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  54 

(ii)  over  1 year  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  85 

Number  of  sessions  held  : — 

Snaith  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  50 

Total  attendance  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1129 

Average  per  session  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  22- 6 

5.  SCHOOL  HEALTH  SERVICE  (W.R.C.C.) 

Total  number  of  children  attending  Clinic  ...  ...  165 

Total  attendances  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  762 

Total  number  attending  Paediatric  Consultant  ...  6 

Total  number  attending  Orthopaedic  Surgeon  ...  19 

Total  number  attending  County  Oculist  ...  ...  33 

Total  number  inspected  in  School  by  School  M.O.  . . . 249 

Total  number  inspected  in  School  by  School  Nurse  967 

Total  number  of  verminous  heads  ...  ...  ...  98 

6.  * ANTE-NATAL  CLINIC. 

Number  of  patients  attending  ...  ...  ...  ...  102 

Total  number  of  attendances  ...  ...  ...  ...  411 

Number  of  sessions  held  ...  ...  ...  ...  26 

Average  attendance  per  session  ...  ...  ...  15' 8 

7.  MOTHERS  CONFINED  IN  HOSPITAL. 

Leeds  Maternity  Homes  ...  ...  ...  b.  8 

Doncaster  Maternity  Home  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Hamilton  Annexe,  Doncaster  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Goole  Borough  Maternity  Home  ...  ...  ...  25 

Total 38 

8.  HOME  HELPS. 

There  were  2 full-time  and  5 part-time  Home  Helps 
employed  during  the  year  and  they  attended  the 
following  cases  : — 

Lying  in  ...  ...  32  Illness  ...  ...  7 

Expectant  mothers  1 Aged  illness  ...  2 

9.  t IMMUNISATION  AGAINST  DIPHTHERIA— during  1950. 

Children  under  5 years  ...  • • • • • • • • • • • • 82 

Children  over  5 years 2 

Total 84 

Booster  doses  ...  ...  •••  •••  •••  •••  ^ 

Total •••  101 


Total  number  of  children  under  15  years  of  age  who 
have  been  immunised  up  to  the  31st  December,  1950  : — 


Age — Years 

0—1  1—2  2—3  3—4  4—5 

5—10  10—15 

Total 

Number 

1 58  75  96  100 

486  436 

1,257 

i ’ 

Percentage 

40.85 

71.41 

59.54 

t Includes  Private  Practitioner  cases. 

* This  is  for  Snaith  only.  Some  patients  attend  Goole 
Clinic 


HOUSING,  1950 


The  following  list  gives  details  of  the  number  of  Council 
Houses  in  the  District. 


Oasefleet 

4 

Whitgift  

4 

Reedness 

...  16 

Swinefleet  ... 

...  97 

Hook 

...  22 

Airmyn 

...  16 

Rawcliffe 

...  60 

Rawcliffe  Bridge  . . . 

...  48 

East  Cowick 

...  27 

W est  Cowick 

...  34 

Snaith 

...  40 

Gowdall 

...  20 

Pollington  ... 

...  25 

413 

Eight  houses  are  under  construction  at  Goole  Fields. 

FUTURE  BUILDING  SCHEMES. 

RAWCLIFFE. — 22  houses  are  to  be  built  on  a part  of 
the  5 8 acres  site  at  Ridding  Lane. 

SNAITH. — 24  houses  are  to  be  built  on  part  of  the  5-acre 
site  on  Pontefract  Road. 

It  is  hoped  that  both  these  schemes  will  be  commenced 
early  in  1951. 

Rawcliffe  and  Snaith  have  the  greatest  number  of  families 
who  are  living  in  rooms,  so  that  with  the  completion  of 
these  two  schemes  the  Council  will  be  enabled  to  relieve 
the  many  cases  of  overcrowding  in  the  two  parishes. 

OVERCROWDING. 

During  the  year  the  Council  were  able  to  abate  15  cases 
of  Overcrowding  by  letting  new  houses  to  the  families 
concerned.  The  number  of  persons  in  the  15  families  was 
70.  Two  other  cases  were  abated,  making  17  in  all. 


Ten  of  these  eases  were  of  young  married  couples  who 
had  never  had  a house  to  themselves. 

Seven  were  cases  of  large  families  in  small  houses. 

WATER  SUPPLY. 

The  number  of  houses  without  a piped  supply  of  water 
is  now  121,  made  up  as  follows  : — 


Haldenby 

5 

Adlingfleet  ... 

6 

Ousefleet 

...  10 

Whitgift  

7 

Reedness 

...  18 

Swinefleet  ... 

...  16 

Goole  Fields 

...  13 

Airmyn 

7 

Rawcliffe 

6 

Snaith  and  Cowick 

...  32 

Pollington  ... 

...  1 

121 

If  and  when  the  proposed  scheme  for  supplying  the  56 
houses  on  the  Swinefleet  and  Reedness  Common  is  an  accom- 
plished fact,  there  will  remain  65  houses  without  piped  water. 
Of  this  number,  63  are  houses  far  removed  from  any  water 
main.  To  have  such  a comparatively  small  number  of  houses 
without  piped  water  is  a fact  upon  which  the  Council  are 
entitled  to  congratulate  themselves. 

SEWERAGE  AND  SEWAGE  DISPOSAL. 

The  proposed  schemes  for  Airmyn,  Hook,  Snaith  and 
Cowick  are  still  the  subject  of  correspondence  between  the 
Council  and  the  Ministry  of  Local  Government  and  Planning, 
and  it  is  not  possible  to  forecast  if  and  when  they  will  be 
approved.  The  number  of  houses  with  water  closets  continues 
to  increase  and  is  now  1,259 — this  represents  45%  of  the 
total  number  of  houses  in  the  District. 

Many  property  owners  are  eager  to  convert  their  present 
privies  and  box  closets  if  only  the  drainage  arrangements 
would  permit  bf  this  being  done. 

Of  the  twelve  schools  in  the  District,  8 have  water  closets, 
and  it  is  hoped  that  the  time  is  not  far  distant  when  the 
remaining  four  schools  can  enjoy  these  up-to-date  sanitary 
facilities.  All  the  schools  have  piped  water  laid  on. 

OFFENSIVE  TRADES. 

There  are  no  offensive  trades  carried  on  in  the  District. 

SHOPS. 

There  are  11  “Fish  and  Chip”  shops  in  the  District. 
These  shops  are  regularly  inspected,  and  the  general  condition 
and  cleanliness  is  good. 


Shops  where  foodstuffs  are  sold  have  also  been  inspected  ; 
also  the  store  rooms  of  these  premises,  and  the  general  state 
of  the  shops  was  good. 

SCAVENGING. 

The  Council  undertake  the  scavenging  of  the  whole  of 
the  parishes  by  “ direct  labour,”  and  the  work  continues 
to  be  smoothly  and  efficiently  carried  out. 


VITAL  STATISTICS  OF  GOOLE  R.D.,  1 90 M 950 

The  population  has  not  varied  more  than  a few  hundred 
since  the  beginning  of  the  century,  and  actually  the  highest 
figure  given  is  the  provisional  one  from  the  1951  Census. 

1895—7,996  1911 — 8,530  1931—8,789 

1901—8,286  1921—8,400  1951—9,232  (provisional) 

The  tabulated  Vital  Statistics  are  expressed  as  the  mean 
of  the  rates  for  each  quinquennial  (five-yearly)  period. 

The  Crude  Death  Rate,  which  was  as  high  as  2 14  per 
thousand  population  in  1900,  will  be  seen  to  have  fallen 
rapidly  in  the  early  part  of  the  century,  but  to  have  remained 
more  or  less  constant  for  the  last  twenty-five  years. 
Deaths  from  the  Zymotic  Diseases  (measles,  scarlet  fever, 
diphtheria,  whooping  cough,  diarrhoea,  smallpox,  enteric 
fevers)  show  a remarkable  decline  and  there  has  been  also 
a substantial  reduction  in  deaths  from  tuberculosis. 

One  must  offset  against  this  improvement,  however,  the 
steady  and  continuous  rise  in  deaths  from  diseases  of  the 
heart  and  circulation,  and  the  moderate  increase  in  cancer 
deaths. 

The  Birth  Rate  has  declined  steadily  except  for  the  latter 
years  of  the  last  war  and  post-war  period,  but  somewhat 
slower  than  the  decline  during  the  half-century  for  the  country 
as  a whole.  The  Illegitimate  Birth  Rate  normally  fluctuates 
between  5%  and  7%  of  all  births,  except  during  the  war 
periods  when  peak  figures  occurred  : 1918  over  14%  and  in 
1946  almost  10%. 

The  Infantile  Mortality  Rate  has  declined  very  satis- 
factorily and  shows  that  the  chances  of  a baby  surviving 
to  its  first  birthday  are  four  times  as  great  as  they  were 
fifty  years  ago.  Infant  deaths  from  infectious  diseases, 
tuberculosis  and  summer  diarrhoea  have  markedly  declined 
in  recent  decades. 

The  Maternal  Mortality  Rate  also  shows  considerable 
improvement  since  the  beginning  of  the  century,  and  only 
two  mothers  have  died  as  a result  of  childbirth  or  associated 
causes  in  the  last  ten  years. 


Although  deaths  from  tuberculosis  have  declined  satis- 
factorily to  about  one-third  for  pulmonary,  and  about  one- 
sixth  for  other  forms  of  tuberculosis,  the  rate  of  notification 
since  the  disease  became  compulsorily  notifiable  in  1912  has 
only  fallen  by  half.  In  the  case  of  non-pulmonary  forms 
there  has  been  more  new  cases  in  the  post-war  years  than 
in  the  war  and  pre-war  decade. 

Looking  back  over  the  statistics  for  fifty  years,  the 
following  conclusions  can  be  drawn.  Steady  improvement  has 
been  made  in  the  elimination  and  control  of  infectious  diseases 
and  deaths  therefrom.  Smallpox,  enteric  fevers,  diphtheria 
and  diarrhoea  in  infants  have  diminished  to  negligible  propor- 
tions and  can  be  kept  there  by  modern  hygienic  control.  The 
influence  Of  the  personal  health  services  has  greatly  reduced 
the  hazards  of  infant  life  and  child-bearing.  But  tuberculosis, 
a preventable  disease,  remains  undefeated. 

It  should  also  be  borne  in  mind  that  a higher  standard 
for  rural  housing  is  necessary,  and  the  present  methods  of 
sewage  disposal  are  too  primitive  for  present-day  requirements. 

Further  improvements  in  public  health  are  necessary  and 
possible,  and  a progressive  health  policy  and  an  active  Public 
Health  Service  are  essentials  for  many  years  to  come. 


CRUDE  DEATH  RATES 
Expressed  as  the  mean  of  each  quinquennial  period 


BIRTH  RATES 
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INFANTILE  MORTALITY  RATES  (deaths  under  one  year  of 
age  per  1,000  live  births)  and  MATERNAL  MORTALITY 
RATE  (deaths  due  to  childbirth  per  1,000  total  births)  in 

quinquennial  periods. 
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TUBERCULOSIS  RATES 


per  1,000  of  population  in  quinquennial  period. 


Pulmonary. 
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Forms.  1 

Total. 
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New  Deaths. 
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1901—05 

— 

0.97 

— 

0.72 

— 

1.69 

1906—10 
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0.53 
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0.69 

— 

1.22 

1911—15 

1.40 

0.77 

0.30 

0.38 

1.70 

1.15 

1916—20 

0.89 

0.69 

0.20 

0.23 
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1921—25 
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